CARSONTVALLEY

N E V A D A

Experience an Epic Ski Vacation Without Needing to

Shovel Epic Amounts of Snow
Carson Valley, Nevada, Serves as an affordable and accommodating ski trip basecamp

CARSON VALLEY, Nev. (Oct. 16, 2024) — A recent Expedia Trends in Travel report cites a rise in
destination dupes — applying the TikTok “dupe” trend that typically touts affordable cosmetic

alternatives to standard favorites — to the travel industry. These increasingly popular vacation
dupes, the report says, are “just as trip-worthy as their tried-and-true doppelgdngers” — but
often offer something a little different or unexpected.

With this idea in mind, winter travelers can plan their next vacation to a destination offering
unparalleled proximity to Lake Tahoe and all its winter alpine glory, but with less snow to shovel
in the mornings, more affordable lodging, and access to a multitude of winter activities in all
directions. The destination? Carson Valley, Nevada.

Sitting at only 4,700 feet in elevation and in the protective shadow of the Sierra Nevada to the
west and the Pine Nut Mountains to the east, Carson Valley is comprised of the quaint
communities of Genoa, Gardnerville, Minden, and Topaz Lake, all boasting locations close to


https://www.expedia.com/magazine/travel-trends-unpack-24/destination-dupes/

Lake Tahoe’s winter action while providing miles of secluded space and an opportunity to
unplug and tap into Old West ambiance.

Skiing is Believing

Carson Valley is only 12 miles east of South Lake Tahoe ski resorts and 15 minutes from miles of
wide-open backcountry to the south and west. Lake Tahoe is home to 14 ski resorts, meaning a
stay in Carson Valley brings world-class downbhill and cross-country skiing, snowboarding,

backcountry touring, and snowshoeing to every visitor’s doorstep.

Carson Valley’s nearest ski resort is Heavenly Lake Tahoe, which spans the Nevada-California

border. Just a 25-minute ride brings drivers to an appropriately celestial destination renowned
for Lake Tahoe views and its all-level varied terrain. Or travel a bit farther south to Kirkwood,
which receives an average of almost 400 inches of snow per year. Kirkwood is known for the
quality of its snow and terrain variety and offers downbhill and cross-country skiing,
snowboarding, snowshoeing, and sled dog tours.

Snow Play All Day

For those along for the ride but not into skiing and boarding, there’s a snow-play experience
waiting in Hope Valley, just 30 minutes to the southwest. Hope Valley is known for cross-country
skiing, backcountry skiing, snowshoeing, rentals, lessons, and guided tours. Or for even easier
snow fun, families can head to the intersection of SR-88 and SR-89, known as Picketts Junction.

A short hike from the parking lot will introduce winter wonder-seekers to a magical sledding and
tubing hill.

View Winter Through a Different Lens

One of the many reasons winter travelers flock to Lake Tahoe is for the jaw-dropping scenery,
and while Carson Valley visitors will surely take in the majesty of the “Jewel of the Sierra” during
their journey, they’ll also want to catch sight of Carson Valley’s abundant wild mammals and
birds of prey through a photographic lens. The area is famous for frequent wildlife sightings of
native large animals such as wild horses, mountain lions, lynx, and mule deer, as well as raptors,
waterfowl, turtles, lynx, and more. Carson Valley’s diverse ecosystems, including grassland,
wetland, chaparral, montane and alpine, support an array of ecological communities, and winter
is prime viewing season.

Basecamp without Breaking the Bank
Carson Valley accommodations are ideal for winter travelers seeking a basecamp that is both

affordable and less likely to find them digging snow tunnels to reach their car. Both the Carson
Valley Inn and the Holiday Inn Express and Suites Minden boast relaxing hot tubs and refreshing

room rates. Or guests to the region can cozy up by the fireplace and soak in the views from a
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natural hot spring — part of Holiday Inn Club Vacations David Walley’s Resort. For an authentic

step back in time, history buffs can visit modern versions of yesteryear at Genoa’s White House

Inn or Gardnerville’s Historian Inn.

Destination dupes are in hot demand, so cold-weather travelers should keep in mind: Carson
Valley is known for offering effortless access to world-famous Lake Tahoe — without the need
to shovel all that glorious snow! Learn more about Genoa, Minden, Gardnerville and Topaz Lake
here, or call the Carson Valley Visitors Authority at (775) 782-8145.

Hit#

Straddling the California-Nevada state line 1.5 hours south of the Reno-Tahoe International Airport,
discover the four communities — Genoa, Minden, Gardnerville and Topaz Lake — that comprise
spectacular Carson Valley. Beholding some of Nevada'’s first and oldest establishments, visiting Carson
Valley means authentically interacting with Nevada’s many histories while experiencing world-renowned
outdoor recreation Nevada, and the American West is known for. From legendary forefathers who paved
the way to Nevada statehood, to wild horse bands, eagles, and other wildlife, to premiere air sports,
American Indian, Basque, and Western Ranching histories and cultures, and distinctive dining experiences
that all exist here and only here, Carson Valley offers an adventure for everyone. For more information
about lodging, special events, and more trip planning tools, go to VisitCarsonValley.org or dial (775) 782-
8145. The Visitor Information Center is located within the Carson Valley Museum and Cultural Center at
1477 U.S. Highway 395 N, Gardnerville, NV.
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